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As  a  cu s t o m  bu i l d e r  an d  lice n s e d  rea l  es t a t e  ag e n t  do i n g  bu s i n e s s  in  ma r k e t  co n d i t i o n s  su c h  as  
we  are  ex p e r i e n c i n g  tod a y ,  I ha v e  he a r d  so m e  of  yo u  po t e n t i a l  new  ho m e  buy e r s  tha t  yo u  ar e  ab i t  
tim i d  ab o u t  pu t t i n g  yo u r  ho m e  on  the  ma r k e t  so  you  ca n  pu r c h a s e  a  new  ho m e .

On  the  oth e r  ha n d ,  yo u  ma y  ma y  th in k  yo u r  ho u s e  is  pe r f e c t  jus t  th e  wa y  it  is,  bu t  a  pr o s p e c t i v e  
buy e r  ma y  no t  se e  it  th a t  wa y.   To  gi v e  yo u r  ho m e  "cur b  ap p e a l"  an d  ma k e  it  mo r e  at t r a c t i v e  to  
buy e r s ,  the r e  ar e  so m e  ta s k s  yo u  sh o u l d  se e  to  be f o r e  yo u  pla c e  tha t  "Fo r  Sa l e"  sig n  in  yo u r  fro n t  
ya r d .

M a n y  of  th e s e  su g g e s t i o n s  ar e  sim p l e ,  co m m o n- se n s e  ite m s ;  oth e r s  wi l l  re q u i r e  so m e  tim e  an d  
inv e s t m e n t .  Bu t  yo u ' l l  re a p  the  rew a r d s  wh e n  a  buy e r  wa l k s  int o  yo u r  ho u s e  an d  ex c l a i m s ,  "Th i s  is  
the  ho m e  I'v e  be e n  wa i t i n g  fo r!"

1. If  yo u r  ho m e  ne e d s  to  be  pa i n t e d ,  th i s  is  the  tim e  to  do  it.  Th e  inte r i o r  pa i n t  job  sh o u l d  be  
fre s h  an d  cle a n  an d  in  a  sin g l e ,  ne u t r a l  co l o r  th r o u g h o u t .  Th i s  is  no t  the  tim e  to  ex p e r i m e n t  
wi t h  lila c  wa l l s  in  the  be d r o o m .  Th e  sa m e  go e s  fo r  the  ex t e r i o r .  Do n ' t  fo r g e t  sh u t t e r s  an d  
wi n d o w s .  If  you r  ho m e  ha s  vin y l  or  alu m i n u m  sid i n g ,  be  su r e  it's  cle a n .  Mo l d y ,  dir t y  sid i n g  wi l l  
te l l  a  buy e r  tha t  yo u r  ho m e  ha s  no t  be e n  ta k e n  ca r e  of  pr o p e r l y .

2. Th e  gr e e n  sh a g  ca r p e t i n g  sti l l  gr a c i n g  yo u r  flo o r s  sh o u l d  be  rep l a c e d .  Ol d ,  ma t t e d  ca r p e t i n g  
wi l l  be  a  de t r i m e n t  to  you r  ho m e  se l l i n g .  Re a l  es t a t e  ag e n t s  all  ha v e  a  do z e n  st o r i e s  of  a  
ho m e  tha t  sa t  an d  sa t  on  the  ma r k e t  un t i l  the  old  ca r p e t i n g  wa s  rep l a c e d .  Th e n ,  it  so l d  
im m e d i a t e l y .  If  you  hav e  ha r d w o o d  flo o r s  un d e r  old  ca r p e t ,  te a r  up  the  ca r p e t  to  ex p o s e  the m ;  
tod a y ' s  buy e r s  lov e  ha r d w o o d  flo o r s .

3. M a k e  a  lis t  of  all  tho s e  litt l e  rep a i r s  yo u ' v e  let  go.  Th e n  fix  ea c h  on e.  Th e  ho l e  in  the  sc r e e n ,  
the  loo s e  do o r k n o b ,  the  do o r b e l l  th a t  do e s n ' t  wo r k  an d  the  lea k y  fau c e t  mu s t  all  be  rep a i r e d  
be f o r e  buy e r s  sta r t  loo k i n g  at  you r  ho m e .

4. If  yo u r  ho m e ' s  ap p l i a n c e s ,  lik e  the  di s h w a s h e r ,  ov e n ,  re f r i g e r a t o r  an d  wa s h e r  an d  dry e r ,  ar e  
old  an d  ou t d a t e d ,  it  co u l d  pay  to  rep l a c e  the m .  Bu y e r s  do  no t  wa n t  to  be  fa c e d  wi t h  the  
po s s i b i l i t y  of  hav i n g  to  rep l a c e  ap p l i a n c e s  up o n  mo v i n g  in  to  a  ne w  ho u s e .  Sh i n y ,  ne w  
ap p l i a n c e s  al r e a d y  in  pla c e  wi l l  be  a  big  se l l i n g  po i n t .

5. C l e a r  yo u r  ho u s e  of  clu t t e r  an d  de b r i s .  Ge t  rid  of  pil e s  of  old  ne w s p a p e r s  an d  ma g a z i n e s ,  the  
old  clo t h e s  tha t  do n ' t  fi t,  th e  clo s e t  fu l l  of  sm a l l  ap p l i a n c e s  tha t  do n ' t  wo r k ,  du s t- fil l e d  



co l l e c t i o n s  of  kn i c k k n a c k s ,  etc.   Cl e a n ,  op e n  sp a c e s  
ma k e  yo u r  ho m e  loo k  big g e r  to  pr o s p e c t i v e  buy e r s .

6. C l e a n  ou t  clo s e t s  so  tha t  th e y  ap p e a r  mo r e  
sp a c i o u s .  Cl o s e t s  ar e  an  imp o r t a n t  fe a t u r e  to  tod a y ' s  
buy e r s  so  yo u  wa n t  you r s  to  loo k  as  roo m y  as  
po s s i b l e .  If  th e y ' r e  st i l l  too  clu t t e r e d  aft e r  cle a n i n g  
the m  ou t,  re m o v e  ite m s  yo u  do n ' t  ne e d  no w  an d  pu t  
th e m  in  sto r a g e .

7. M i n i m i z e  the  am o u n t  of  pe r s o n a l  ite m s  an d  
me m e n t o s  in  yo u r  ho m e .  Pr o s p e c t i v e  buy e r s  wa n t  to  
im a g i n e  the m s e l v e s  liv i n g  in  the  ho m e .  Do z e n s  of  
fa m i l y  pi c t u r e s  an d  yo u r  gr a n d c h i l d ' s  fin g e r  pa i n t i n g s  
clu t t e r e d  on  the  re f r i g e r a t o r  wi l l  m a k e  the m  fee l  th a t  
th e y ' r e  inv a d i n g  you r  ho m e ,  ra t h e r  tha n  ins p e c t i n g  
the i r  fu t u r e  ho m e .  

8. C l e a n  yo u r  ho u s e  top  to  bo t t o m  inc l u d i n g  wa l l s ,  
flo o r s ,  fu r n i t u r e  an d  tab l e t o p s .  Eve r y t h i n g  sh o u l d  be  
sp a r k l i n g  cle a n  wh e n  a  buy e r  ma k e s  tha t  all-
im p o r t a n t  fir s t  vi s i t.   Do n ' t  lea v e  dir t y  di s h e s  in  the  
sin k ,  cr u m b s  on  the  co u n t e r  or  lau n d r y  sta c k e d  in  the  
be d r o o m .

9. Ta k e  a  lon g ,  ha r d  loo k  at  you r  ho m e  fro m  the  st r e e t .  
Do e s  it  ha v e  cu r b  ap p e a l?   Is  it  wa r m ,  inv i t i n g  an d  
we l l- ke p t?  Ma k e  su r e  by  mo w i n g  the  law n ,  we e d i n g  
ga r d e n  ar e a s ,  tr im m i n g  un r u l y  bu s h e s ,  re s e a l i n g  the  
dr i v e w a y  an d   sw e e p i n g  the  po r c h .  

10. Pa y  pa r t i c u l a r  at t e n t i o n  to  yo u r  fro n t  do o r .  Re p a i n t  it  
if  ne c e s s a r y .  Po l i s h  the  do o r k n o b  an d  kn o c k e r  an d  
cle a n  the  gla s s  an d  sc r e e n  do o r .  Wh e n  a  buy e r  
wa i t s  at  the  fro n t  do o r  to  en t e r ,  ma k e  su r e  he  or  sh e  
se e s  tha t  yo u r  ho m e  wa s  ca r e d  fo r  lov i n g l y .
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